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campaign, which must have been extremely interesting
to both Lincoln and Trumbull. In a debate with Douglas
in 1856, as already noted, Trumbull had asked him
whether, under his "doctrine of popular sovereignty, the
people could prohibit slavery in a territory before they
came to form a state constitution. He replied that that
was a judicial question to be settled by the courts, and
that all good Democrats would bow to the decision of the
Supreme Court whenever it should be made. At Freeport,
in the campaign of 1858, Lincoln put the same question
to him in a slightly different form.

On the 23d of February, 1859, there was a Senate de-
bate on this question, in which Douglas contended that
the Democratic party, by supporting General Cass in
1848, had endorsed the same opinion that he (Douglas)
had maintained at Freeport, since Cass, in his so-called
"Nicholson Letter,'5 had affirmed the doctrine of squatter
sovereignty as to slavery in the territories. Douglas now
contended that every Southern state that gave its elec-
toral vote to Cass, including Mississippi, was committed
to the doctrine that the people of a territory could law-
fully exclude slavery while still in a territorial condition.
Jefferson Davis replied:

The State of Mississippi voted [in 1848] under the belief that
that letter meant no more than that when the territory became
a state, it had authority to decide that question. ... If it had
been known that the venerable candidate then of the Demo-
cratic party, and now Secretary of State, held the opinion which
he so frankly avowed at a subsequent period on the floor of the
Senate, I tell you, sir [addressing Douglas], he would have had
no more chance to get the vote of Mississippi than you with
your opinions would have to-day.1

1 When Lincoln, at the Freeport debate, asked Douglas whether the people
of a territory could in any lawful way exclude slavery from their limits prior to
the formation of a state constitution, Douglas replied that Lincoln had heard
him answer that question " a hundred times from every stump in Illinois." Heome with great pleasure.
